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Know'st  thou  the  land  where  the  lemon  trees  bloom; 
Where  the  gold  orange  grows  in  the  deep  thicket's  gloom; 
Where  a  wind  ever  soft  from  the  blue  heavens  blows, 
And  the  groves  are  of  laural  and  myrtle  and  rose. 
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Report  of  the  Historian  at  the  Annual  Court 
Convened  in  Los  Angeles  December  21,  1923. 


/j^ENTLEMEN  ! 

^^  On  May  14,  1895,  at  a  Council  of  the  General  Society  of  Colonial 
Wars,  held  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  a  member  of  the  New  York  Society, 
residing  in  Los  Angeles,  was  elected  Secretary  for  California,  and  re- 
quested to  organize  a  Society  in  this  State. 

Upon  consultation  with  George  Jules  Denis,  who  had,  recently, 
been  accepted  as  a  member  of  new  york,  it  was  discovered  that  there 
were  several  gentleman  of  this  clty  who  were  eligible  for  membership 
and  who,  undoubtedly,  would  be  solicitous  to  become  associated  with  a 
Society  of  our  Order  upon  the  Pacific  Coast. 

to  these,  invitations  were  transmitted,  and  on  saturday,  november 

30,  1895,  nineteen  gentlemen,  fourteen  in  person  and  five  by  proxy  

assembled  in  the  office  of  the  united  states  district  attorney,  at  the 
Government  building,  then  on  the  corner  of  Winston  and  Main  streets, 
and,  after  a  careful  representation  by  the  state  secretary,  and  a 
thoughtful  and  earnest  discussion,  they  organized  the  "society  of 
COLONIAL  WARS  IN  THE  STATE  OF  CALIFORNIA,'7  adopted  a  Code 
of  By-Laws,  elected  Officers  and  signed  a  Petition  to  the  General 
Society  for  admission  into  the  confederation. 

On  December  19,  1895  the  prayer  of  our  Petition  was  granted  and  a 
Charter  was  issued  to  us  by  the  General  Society. 

On  February  4,  1907  our  Society  was  legally  Incorporated  by  the 
State  of  California. 

Information  of  our  action  having  become  known  through  the  news- 
paper REPORTS,  APPLICATIONS  FOR  MEMBERSHIP  CAME  TO  US  FROM  DIVERSE  SEC- 
TIONS of  the  State  and  from  Utah  and  Arizona. 

In  January  1898,  several  gentlemen  in  San  Francisco,  sent  to  the 
Society  Governor  an  urgent  request  that  he  would  visit  them  in  that 
City  for  consultation  of  matters  appertaining  to  our  organization. 

These  gentlemen  called  a  meeting  of  their  friends  whom  they  knew 
to  be  eligible  for  membership,  and  they  assembled  on  february  3,  1898, 
the  Governor  of  the  Society  being  present,  having  acceded  to  their  re- 
quest. 
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He  explained  to  them  the  general  principles  of  our  Society  and  the 

CONDITIONS  STATED  IN  ARTICLE  XV  OF  OUR  By-IjAWS  RELATING  TO  CHAPTERS, 
AND,  AT  THAT  DATE,  A  CHAPTER  AT  SaN  FRANCISCO  WAS  ORGANIZED,  WITH  ELISHA 

Williams  McKinstry,  ex-Justice  of  the'  Supreme  Court  of  California, 
as  its  President  ;  and  this  Chapter, — though  not  large  est  numbers — 
is  strong  in  its  coiiesiveness,  and  exceptional  in  the  eminence  and  dignity 
of  its  members. 

The  Great  Seal  and  the  Flag  of  this  Society  are  emblematic  of  the 
history  of  California. 

The  quartered  arms  of  Castile  and  Leon  indicate  her  original  con- 
dition as  a  colony  of  Spain:  The  Grizzly  Bear  is  one  of  the  prominent 
features  of  this  state,  and  the  golden  fleld  marks  the  beginning  of 
the  era  of  her  fame  and  prosperity. 

The  emblazonment  of  the  achievements  of  our  Seal  and  Flag  are 
thus  technically  described,  viz : 

The  Seal, 

Within  a  beaded  annulet  a  title  Scroll,  "Society  of  Colonial  Wars 
in  the  State  of  California,  1542 — 1775,"  surrounding  a  group  of  Colonial 
and  Indian  weapons:  Over  all  an  Escutcheon,  quarterly,  Castile,  1 
and  4,  gules,  a  castle  triple — towered,  or:  leon,  2  and  3,  argent,  a  llon, 
rampant,  langued  and  crowned,  or:  upon  a  chief  of  the  last,  a  grizzly 
Bear,  passant,  proper. 

The  Flag, 

Argent,  the  Cross  of  St.  George,  gules,  charged  in  the  center  with 
an  escutcheon  or,  thereon  a  Grizzly  Bear,  passant,  proper,  surmounted 
by  the  Motto  "Eureka." 

The  quarterly  Seal  is  an  adaptation  of  the  Arms  of  Isabella,  Queen 
of  Castile  and  Leon  who,  without  any  contribution  from  her  husband, 
Ferdinand  V,  King  of  Aragon,  supplied  from  her  personal  revenue  the 
means  by  which  columbus  was  enabled  to  sail  upon  his  famous  voyage  to 
the  Western  World. 

The  date  1542  was  the  year  of  the  first  exploration  of  the  Califor- 
nia coast  by  Juan  Rodriguez  Cabrillo,  and  1775  terminates  the  period 
during  which  the  services  of  ancestors  constitute  eligibility  for  mem- 
BERSHIP in  our  Society. 

In  heraldic  emblazonments,  the  rule  that  color  shall  not  be  placed 
upon  color,  nor  metal  upon  metal,  is  now  universally  adopted. 

In  the  first  Canto  of  "Marmion,"  Sir  Walter  Scott  deciphered  the 
emblazoned  shield  of  the  knight  as  a  "falcon  sable  on  an  azure  field, " 
and  when  accused  of  false  heraldry,  he  defended  himself  by  declaring 
that  the  rule  against  color  upon  color  was  of  comparatively  recent 

DATE. 

All  the  State  Societies  of  the  Order  of  the  Cincinnati  and  Sons  of 
the  Revolution  adopted  the  Banner  of  their  General  Society,  and  we 
thought  it  eminently  proper  to  follow  the  same  course,  which  we  did  in 
the  design  of  our  flag,  with  one  mutation,  viz:  our  general  society 
Flag  is  Argent  with  the  Cross  gules  charged  in  the  center  with  an  es- 
cuthceon  having  thereon  the  seals  of  the  first  nine  american  colonies, 
surmounted  with  a  royal  crown  and  surrounded  by  nine  mullets  of  the 

FIELD : 

With  us  the  shield  evinces  the  Bear  surmounted  by  the  motto 
"Eureka,"  the  symbols  of  California.     "Eureka"  is  the  Greek  word  for 
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THE  SENTENCE,    "I   HAVE   FOUND   IT,"    WHICH   WAS  THE   EXCLAMATION   OK   AbCHI- 
MEDES   WEEN    HE   DISCOVERED   A   WAY    FOR   DETECTING!    THE    ALLOY    IN   THE    GOLD 

crown  of  King  Hiero  of  Syracuse. 

i  may  state  the  meaning  of  the  heraldic  terms  in  the   foregoing  de- 
scriptions : 

The  Field,  which  may  be  of  any  color  or  metal,  is  the  whole  surface 
of  the  escutcheon  or  shield: 

The  Chief  is  the  upper  third  portion  of  the  shield: 

The  Metals,  Or  is  gold;     Argent  is  silver: 

The  Colors,    Gules  is  red;    Azure  is  blue;    Sable  is  black; 
Proper  is  the  natural  color. 
Colors  are  indicated  by  the  manner  of  shading. 

Mullet, — is  a  5  pointed  star: 

Positions, —  Rampant — attacking  or  rising  to  attack: 

Passant — walking:     Charged — placed  in  situ: 

Langued, — having  the  tongue  visible  : 

Annulet, — a  small  circle. 

Escutcheon — is  from  the  French  Ecusson,  which  was  evolved  from 
the  Latin  word  Scutum,  a  shield  or  buckler. 


The  Diploma  or  Certificate  of  Membership  of  the  General  Society 
is  a  beautiful  work  of  art,  representing  the  Indian,  the  Colonial  Sol- 
dier and  their  weapons;  the  imperial  Crown  of  the  British  Empire; 
shields  bearing  the  arms  of  the  original  nine  colonies    and  the  rose, 

THISTLE,    SHAMROCK,     CORNFLOWER       AND     FLUER-DE-LIS,     THE     BaDGES     RESPEC- 
TIVELY of  England,  Scotland,  J \. eland,  Germany  and  France. 

Articles  XVI,  XVII,  XVTII  and  XIX  of  the  Constitution  of  our 
General  Society^  describing  its  Great  Seal,  Insignia,  Diploma,  and  Flag, 
will  be  of  great  interest  to  the  student  of  heraldry. 

At  the. Thirty  Sixth  General  Council  Meeting,  December  15,  1922, 
at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  a  Committee,  which  theretofore  had  been 
appointed,  presented  a  new  design  for  a  " Certificate  of  Membership" 
which  was  approved,  and  it  was  ordered  that  it  be  engraved  in  colors 
and  substituted  for  the  "dlploma  "  now  in  use. 

That  newly  adopted  "Certificate  of  Membership"  has  not  yet  been 
prepared  for  issue,  but  i  am  informed  that  it  will  embrace  new  and  ap- 
propriate features  and  be  even  more  beautxful  than  the  "dlploma."  nov/ 
granted  to  members. 

The  nine  original  Colonies  in  the  order  of  the  dates  of  their  Char- 
ters were  Virginia,  New  York,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Con- 
necticut, Maryland,  Rhode-Island,  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania. 
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jhjuring  the  first  few  years  of  our  society,  its  courts  were  held 
it*  in  the  office  of  the  governor  in  the  stimson  butlding.  from 
there  it  joined  with  the  society  sons  of  the  revolution  in  renting 
a  room  in  the  henne  block  where  it  remained  until  1008,  when  the  two 
Societies,  migrated  to  the  San  Fernando  building.  In  1913  they  again 
changed  their  quarters  to  the  citizens'  national  bank  building,  whence 
they  moved  in  1919  to  their  present  location  in  the  broadway  central 
building. 

Of  the  nineteen  founders  of  this  Society  only  eight  are  now  read 
upon  our  MexMbership  Roll,  to-wit: 

William  Augustus  Brewer, 
holdridge  ozro  collins, 
George  Jules  Denis, 
Frank  Putnam  Flint, 
Motley  Hewes  Flint, 
John  Randolph  Haynes, 
Bradner  Wells  Lee, 
Erskine  Mayo  Ross. 


Seven  have  left  us  for  the  great  unknown  eternal  hereafter,  viz 

William  Anthony  Elderkin, 
Edward  Thomas  Harden, 
Harry  Woodville  Latham, 
Alexander  Moss  Merwin, 
Willard  Atherton  Nichols, 
Cameron  Erskine  Thom, 
Spencer  Roane  Thorpe, 

Three  resigned,  viz  : 

Henry  Atherton  Nichols, 
Josiah  Alonzo  Osgood, 
Andrew  Roane  Thorpe, 

and  one  was  dropped  from  membership  for  non-payment  of  dues. 
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SHE  PRINCIPLES  WHICH  CONTROL  IN  OUR  SOCIETY  AND  THE  CONSERVATISM 
PREVAILING  IN  THE  ELECTION  TO  MEMBERSHIP,  HAVE  PREVENTED  A  VICKY 
LARGE   GROWTH   IN   OUR  NUMBER  AND   PERHAPS   INDUCED   A   MISJUDGEMENT, 

AND  EVEN  A  SENTIMENT  OF  PREJUDICE  IN  THE  MINDS  OF  SOME,   SIMILAR  TO  THAT 
WHICH  EXISTED  FOR  A  SHORT  TIME  AGAINST  THE  ORDER  OF  THE  CINCINNATI. 

Our   RECORDS    DISCLOSE    THAT    DURING    THE    TWENTY-EIGHT    YEARS    OP    OUR 

existence  we  have  elected  two-hundred  and  ninety-nine  applicants  to 
membership,  of  whom  twenty-one  joined  us  during  this  past  year. 

our  casualties  by  death,  resignation,  and  expulsion  number  ninety- 
three  and  we  read  to-day  upon  our  membership  roll,  a  list  of  two- 
hundred  and  six  names  of  gentlemen,  all  interested  in  the  tenets  of 
the  Society,  and  zealous  in  the  work  for  its  stability  and  usefulness. 

The  following  named  gentlemen  have  been  honored  by  election  to 
the  Office  of  Governor: 

holdridge  ozro  collins,       1895-1907 13  years 

Arthur  Burnett  Benton,  1908-1910 —  3  years 

Frank  Clarke  Prescott,  1911-1912 —  2  years 

Charles  Strong  Walton,  1913-1914—  2  years 

Orra  Eugene  Monnette,  1915-1916 —  2  years 

Bradner  Wells  Lee,  1917-1918—  2  years 

Frank  Hervey  Pettingell,  1919-1920 —  2  years 

Nelson  Osgodd  Rhoades,  1921 —  1  year 

James  Black  Gist,  1922-1923—  2  years 


s 


II  HE  proceedings  of  the  General  Society  will  be  read  in  its  published 
1/    Reports. 

The  first  General  Governor  was  Frederick  J.  de  Peyster  who  was 
retained  in  that  high  office  until  his  death,  May  11,  1905. 

He  was  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest  Dutch  families  of  New 
Amsterdam  and  he  ranked  among  the  leaders  of  the  exclusive  social  and 
financial  elements  of  New  York  City.  For  valuable  services  rendered 
to  people  of  his  ancestral  country  he  was,  by  Queen  Wilhelmina,  created 
a  Knight  of  one  of  her  Military  Orders. 

Soon  after  the  organization  of  our  Society,  its  Governor,  being  in 

some  doubt  as  to  his  jurisdiction  and  prerogatives,  addressed  to  him  a 

communication  of  inquiry  and  he  received  the  following  reply,  vizi 

"October  29th,  1897. 

tV         n*      i-i  Lakewood,  N.  J. 

Dear  Mr.  Collins: 

Your  interesting  letter  in  reference  to  the  powers  of  a  Governor 
of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars  has  reached  me. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  power  of  a  Governor  of  one  of  our  Societies 
is  about  the  same  as  that  of  president  of  a  similar  organization.  the 
difference  lies  mainly  in  the  fact  that  our  society  is  composed  of  the 
cream  of  American  Manhood;  and  a  collection  of  through-bred  gentlemen 
naturally  treats  its  governor  with  more  consideration  than  falls  to 
the  lot  of  the  president  of  the  average  society. 

By  the  Constitution  of  the  New  York  Society,  the  Governor  is 
President  of  the  Council. 

With  the  best  wishes  for  your  California  Society.,  believe  me 

Yours  very  sincerely 
H.  O.  Collins  Esq.  Frederick  J.  de  Peyster. 

Gov.  Soc  C.  W.  California." 
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gi  0  THE  STUDENT  OF    GENEALOGIES,  OUR  RECORDS   REVEAL   MOST   INTERESTING 
JJf     DETAILS     REGARDING     THE    LIVES    AND    ACTIVITIES     OF    ANCESTORS     OF     OUR 
MEMBERS. 

Our  Governor  is  descended  from  a  Family  conspicuous  during  the 
Colonial  and  Revolutionary  periods,  the  most  distinguished  of  whom 
was  Brigadier-General  Mordecai  Gist,  renowned  for  his  splendid  gen- 
eralship AND  REMARKABLE  VALOR,   THE  FIRST  ViCE-PRESIDENT  OF  THE  ORDER 

of  the  Cincinnati. 

The  ancestry  of  Willard  Atherton   Nichols  is,   perhaps,   unique 

AMONG  THE  RECORDS  OF  ALL  OUR  SOCIETIES.       He  TRACED  HIS  DESCENT  FROM  FOUR 

Colonial  Governors;  three  Judges;  two  Major-Generals;  four  Colonels; 
one  Leiuten ant-Colonel;  many  Captians  and  Lieutenants  and  members 
of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company;  two  Commanders  of 
battle-ships;  two  Witches  who  were  hanged  on  Witch  Hill  in  Salem; 
four  Quakers,  of  whom  one  had  his  ears  cropped;  two  were  banished  and 
died  Martyrs  to  physical  inflictions  and  destitution  and  the  other  was 
sentenced  to  be  sold  as  a  slave;  two  were  Delegates  to  the  Continental 
Congress  of  1774  and  1775,  and  there  were  many  Representatives  to  the 
General  Courts.     One  was  the  sixth  President  of  Harvard  College. 

On  August  18,  1587,  upon  Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina,  the 
Colonists  Ananias  Dare  and  his  wife  Eleanor  White  welcomed  to  their 
hearts  their  daughter  virginia  dare,  the  first  white  child  of  english 
parentage  born  in  the  western  world. 

On  December  30,  1620,  Mary  Chilton  was  the  first  woman  to  step  on 
Plymouth  Rock. 

Whether  Virginia  Dare  died  in  infancy  or,  with  the  survivors  of 
the  Colony,  was  absorbed  in  the  adjoining  Indian  Tribe,  is  unknown. 
History  is  silent  as  to  her  fate,  but  Mary  Chilton  lived  to  a  beautiful 
old  age,  beloved  by  her  associates  and  respected  for  her  intellectual 

ENDOWMENTS,  AND  SHE  TRANSMITTED  TO  HER  DESCENDANT,  Mr.  NlCHOLS,  SOME 

of  those  characteristics  which  governed  his  distinguished  career. 

One  of  the  original  designations  of  Boston  was  "Copp's  Hill"  named 
after  its  owner  wllliam  copp,  who  came  to  massachusetts  in  1635  and 

FROM    WHOM    IS    DESCENDED    OUR    ASSOCIATE    ANDREW    JaMES    COPP    Jr.       FROM 

Copp's  Hill  were  fired  the  British  cannon  which  destroyed  Charleston 
during  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 

For  an-other  member,  descent  is  read  from  William  Bradford,  the 
second  Governor  of  the  Pilgrim  Colony  of  Plymouth,  and  from  William 
Vassall,  one  of  the  Patentees  named  in  the  Charter  granted  by  Charles 
I,  on  March  4,  1629,  incorporating  "The  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England."  He  came  in  the  ship  with  John 
wlnthrop  the  first  governor,  landing  on  june  12,  1630,  at  salem;  and 
he  was  the  first  of  the  governor's  assistants,  having  been  chosen  in 
1629  while  in  England.  In  1642  he  was  a  member  of  the  Council  of  War 
of  Plymouth  Colony. 

Five  Ancestors  of  this  asociate  were  members  of  "The  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Artillery  Company,"  one  of  whom  was  an  Incorporator 
thereof  and  an-other  a  Sergeant  therein;  and  many  others  have  traced 
their  descent  from  those  who  wore  the  scarlet  of  the  army  and  were 
invested  with  the  woolsack  of  the  bench  and  the  excutive  chair. 
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We  read  in  our  Membership  Rolls,  past  and  present,  the  names  of 

Frank  Marion  Angellotti, 
our  present  lieutenant  governor, 

Elisha  Williams  McKinstry,  and 
Erskine  Mayo  Ross, 
Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  California; 

Erskine  Mayo  Ross, 
Judge  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court; 

Benjamin  Franklin  Bledsoe, 
our  Deputy  Governor, 
Judge  of  the  United  States  District  Court; 

George  Jules  Denis 

AND 

Frank  Putnam  Flint, 
United  States  District  Attorneys; 

Frank  Putnam  Flint, 

United  States  Senator, 

Benjamin  Ide  Wheeler 
President  of  the  California  State  University: 

William  Bertrand  Stevens, 

Co-Adjutor  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of 

Southern  California: 

Cameron  Erskine  Thom 

AND 

Frederic  Thomas  Woodman 
Mayors  of  the  City  of  Los  Angeles: 

Of  the  United  States  Army, 
Brigadier-General    John  Green  Ballance, 
Brigadier-General    Charles  Henry  Whipple, 
Colonel  William  Anthony  Elderkin, 

Major  John  Stewart  Kulp; 

Major  Carver  Howland, 

Captain  Charles  Lee  Collins: 

Of  The  Navy 
Commander  Josiah  Rumball  Stanton, 

Commander  Edwin  Taylor  Pollock: 

Of  the  National  Department  of  Scientific  Investigation 

Marcus  Benjamin, 

Editor  of  Publications  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  : 

Frank  Hervey  Pettingell 

Ex-Governor  of  this  Society, 

President  of  the  Stock  Exchange, 

Vice  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Los  Angelfs  Public 

Library, 

Historian  of  our  General  Society, 

Vice-President  of  the  General  Society  Sons  of  the  Revolution. 
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II  HE  Index  of.  Ancestors  and  Roll  of  members,  published  rx  1022  by 
£>    our  General  Society,  discloses  that,  during  the  Would  Wail,  32  of 

OUR    MEMBERS    SERVED    IN    MILITARY    OR    NaVAL    FORCES    OF    THE     UNITED 

States,  of  whom  two, — Andrew  James  Copp  Jr.  and  George  Jules  Den 
were  mustered  out  at  its  close  with  the  rank  of  lleutenant-colonel j 
and  the  names  of  65  are  given  for  service  other  than  military  or  naval, 
one  of  whom,  marcus  benjamin,  of  the  smithsonian   institution,   was 

DECORATED  BY  FRANCE  WITH  THE  "PALMES  ACADEMIQUEs"  AND   RANK  OF  "OfFI- 

cier  de  l'  Instruction  Publique,"  for  patriotic  labors. 

We  have  a  goodly  number  who  served  in  the  National  Guards  of 
several  States,  in  all  the  ranks  from  Private  to  Brigadier-General; 
and  representatives  from  civil  life — accountants,  architects,  artists, 
Astronomers,  Bankers,  Civil  and  Mechanical  Enigeers,  Clergymen,  Den 
tists,  Foreign  Consuls,  Historians,  Lawyers,  Law  Reporters,  Lumbermen, 
Manufacturers,  Merchants,  Miners,  Newspaper  Editors,  Physicians, 
Publishers,  Rail-road  Officials,  Ranchers,  Stock-Brokers  and  others 
from  avocations  too  numerous  to  particularize. 

Many  of  our  Members  belong  to  the  Societies  of  Mayflower  De- 
scendants, Colonial  Governors,  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery 
Company,  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  War  of  1812  and  others,  all  requiring 
sworn  proof  of  services  and  descent. 

at  an  early  date  of  the  existence  of  this  society,  a  resolution  was 
adopted  requesting  all  members  to  transmit  for  our  records,"  an 
autobiography  and  a  photograph  of  themselves  on  an  indicated  size 
and  attention  was  called  to  their  promise  to  comply  with  all  the  regula- 
TIONS of  the  Society,  as  set  forth  in  their  application  for  membership. 

By  the  repeated  and  urgent  demands  of  the  Governor  and  Secre- 
tary, A.  LARGE  NUMBER  OF  PHOTOGRAPHS  WAS  OBTAINED  WHICH  WERE  PRESERVED 

in  two  albums,  and  many  autobiographies  were  received  which  were  in- 
serted in  two  appropriate  volumes  and  indexed.  these  autobiographies 
have  been  of  great  interest  and  value  to  us,  especially  of  those  whose 
departure  wte  have  mourned,  and  they  have  proved  an  authoritative 
source  for  a  detailed  relation  in  our  published  memorials  of  their 
life's  activities. 

two  years  ago  a  new  feature  for  our  records  was  inaugurated. 
Upon  the  blanks  prepared,  members  were  invited  to  give  the  names  and 
dates  of  birth  of  their  children,  and  when  compliance  was  made,  a  record 
thereof  was  inscribed  in  a  volume  obtained  for  that  purpose;  and  a  cer- 
tificate, signed  by  the  governor  and  secretary,  stating  that  all  the 
male  descendants  of  the  father  would  be  eligible  for  membership  here- 
in, was  transmitted  for  each  child. 

i  regret  to  state  that  these  two  propositions  regarding  autobio- 
graphies and  photographs,  and  certificates  of  eligibility  for  children, 
have  been  forgotten  or  left  in  abeyance,  and  i  earnestly  hope  that  they 
will  be  urged  for  renewed  action.  i  suggest  that  they  both  be  placed  to 
the  charge  of  an  assistant  secretary  who  will  relieve  the  secretary 
from  this  portion  of  the  taxing  work  which  is  imposed  upon  him. 

i  congratulate  the  members  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  our 
accomplished  secretary,  has  preserved  in  the  records  a  hlstory  of  our 
activities  during  this  year  of  1923. 

All  Applications  for  membership  and  supplemental.proofs  have  been 
bound  in  their  numerical  order  and  indexed  as  well  for  ancestors  as 
for  members. 
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nvTUMBERS  of  us  have  proved  under   many  Ancestors,  some,  in  right 

Jt^     OF    FIFTY    OR    MORE,    AND    FREQUENTLY,    WHEN    TWO     OH     MORE    ANCESTORS, 

WHOSE  •  SERVICES    CONSTITUTE    ELIGIBILITY,    HAVE  APPEARED   IN    THE    SAME 

LINE  OF  DESCENT.     In  ONE  CASE,  A  MEMBER  HAS  PROVED  UNDER  THREE  FROM  THE 

precursor — son,  grandson  and  great  grandson, — which  pour  proofs  have 
each  required  exactly  the  same  genealogical  table  of  descent. 

Of  course,  such  cases  require  an  immense  amount  of  labor,  exact 
attention  and  considerable  expense  for  fees  of  the  notary  and  e 

TRATION.       At  A  LATE  MEETING  OF  THE  COUNCIL,  THIS  SUBJECT  WAS  DISCI] 

and  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  evolve  a  supplemental  blank  for  proofs 
of  two  or  more  ancestors  in  the  same  line,  with  only  one  table  of  de- 
scent, a  correspondence  with  professor  arthur  adams,  general  regis- 
trar, disclosed  that  there  was  no  restriction  by  the  general  society 
against  such  a  system  of  proofs,  and  that  there  were  several  instances 
of  this  character  in  his  records. 

The  Chairman  of  your  Committee  in  this  behalf  has  made  a  little 
preparatory  advance,  but  he  has  not  yet  evolved  a  satisfactory  docu- 
ment! h0wtever  such  items  and  provisions  have  been  collated,  that  it  is 
hoped  an  acceptable  result  will  be  presented  to  the  council,  early  in 
the  coming  year. 

our  publications, — of  a  permanent  character for  the  most  part, 

from  the  first  to  the  last,  have  been  unexcelled  for  artistic  merit, 
quality  of  paper,  character  of  type,  beauty  of  illustration  and  their 
chronologies  of  events. 

The  Register  of  1910,  for  its  beauty  of  print,  revenue  of  information 
and  charm  of  its  numerous  illustrations  of  arms,  portraits,  ancient 
Residences  and  fac-similes  of  military  and  civil  Documents  has  not  had 

ITS  EQUAL  BY  A  PUBLICATION  OF  ANY  OTHER  SOCIETY  OF  COLONIAL  WARS!  As 
LATE  AS  THIS  DAY,  REQUESTS  HAVE  BEEN  RECEIVED  FOR  THIS  REGISTER,  BUT  NO 
COMPLIANCE  COULD  BE  MADE  FOR,  MANY  YEARS  AGO,  THE  EDITION  WAS  EXHAUSTED. 


^jthe  relations  between  our  state  societies  have  been  of  a  most 
vsj'  friendly  and  cordial  character  and  with  us,  as  with  the  mayflower 
Descendants  and  Colonial  Governors,  all  is  harmony,  and  there 
have  been  neither  any  disturbing  element,  acrimonious  discussions  nor 
differences  of  a  material  nature.  tlie  representatives  of  our  society 
are  heard  with  attention  and  given  cheerful  consideration  in  the  de- 
LIBERATIONS of  the  General  Society,  and  our  influence  has  been  mani- 
fested BY  THE  ELECTION  OF  ONE  OF  OUR  NUMBER  TO  THE  CONSPICIOUS  OFFICE 

of  General  Historian. 

i  think  it  not  inappropriate,  but  decidedly  opportune  upon  this  con- 
junction, to  present  for  your  consideration,  and  perhaps  official  action, 
a  subject,  germane  to  our  qualifications  for  membership,  which  has  given 
generally  to  us  uncomfortable  reflections  and  adverse  criticism. 

It  HAS  BEEN  REPORTED  THAT  ELIGIBILITY  FOR  MEMBERSHIP  BY  DESCENDANTS 

from  the  soldiers  commanded  by  captain  mlles  standish,  has  been  re- 
jected or  denied  by  the  general  society. 

who  can  read  without  a  glow  of  enthusiasm  and  a  thrill  of  amaze- 
ment and  wonder,  of  the  knightly  deeds  of  those  very  few  men  who 
saved  Plymouth  Colony  from  annihilation,  and  made  it  the  true  Com- 
mencement   of   the    History    of    the    American    Republic. 
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In  March,  1621,  after  that  terrible  decimation  by  death,  there  were 
less  than  fifty  survivors,  men,  women  and  children,  of  the  104  passen- 
GERS of  the  Mayflower,  and  of  those,  there  were  only  seven,  of  whom 
where  Bradford,  Brewster  and  Standisii  who  were  able  to  attend  to  the 

SICK    AND   "it?    case    of  attack,    WHICH    WAS    HOURLY    ANTICIPATED,    COULD    PRESENT 

any  efficient  resistance." 

as  others  recovered  health  and  strength,  and  additions  were  made 
from  the  "First  Comers"  of  the  Fortune,  102.1,  and  the  Anne  and  Little 
James,  1G23,  amounting  in  all  to  only  41  men  capable  of  bearing  arms, 
Standish  organized  them  into  trainbands,  and  every  individual  had  his 
post  of  duty. 

In  April  1621,  the  Mayflower  departed  for  England  leaving  in  the 
Colony  the  diminutal  number  of  55  persons  of  whom  only  19  were  men 
the  other  36  being  women  and  children,  and  at  the  time  of  the  arrival 
of  the  Fortune,  July  21,  1621  there  were  only  seven  families  in  the 
Colony. 

In  February  1621,  upon  what  was  subsequently  called  Burial  Hill, 
a  Fort  was  erected  on  whose  platform  were  mounted  their  three  guns, 

one the  smallest,— called  a  base,  but  little  larger  than  a  musket  j 

having  a  bore  of  only  one  and  a  quarter  inches  in  diameter;  another 
denominated  a  minion,  with  a  bore  of  three  and  three  quarters  inches, 
and  the  thrid,  named  a  saker,  the  largest  and  heaviest,  weighing  about 
a  thousand  pounds  and  carrying  a  ball  four  pounds  in  weight. 

the  responsibility  for  the  public  defense  rested  upon  mlles  standish 
who  was  given  dictatorial  powers,  and  it  has  been  written  that  he  breathed 
his  own  fiery  heart  into  his  handful  of  followers  'till  he  made  them  an 
army  able  to  withstand  a  host  in  the  narrow  gates  of  death;  and  the 
members  of  this  small  band,  composing  all  the  men  of  the  colony  capable 
of  bearing  arms,  were  detailed  in  turn  to  mount  guard  over  the  stockade. 

The  Colonists  wrote  to  Pastor  Robinson  at  Leyden,  that  captain 
Standish  and  his  military  command  were  responsible  for  the  safety  of  the 
Colony  and  that  the  measures  they  adopted  were  purely  in  self  defense 
and  that  in  no  other  way  could  they  possibly  have  saved  it  from  massacre, 
and  that  the  savages  could  be  influenced  by  deeds  only  and  not  by 
words.  it  was  by  this  military  action  which  overwhelmed  with  terror 
the  tribes  which  were  contemplating  a  coalition  with  the  massachusetts 
Indians  against  the  English. 

Contests  and  skirmishes  with  the  Indians  commenced  soon  after  the 
Mayflower  anchored  in  Cape  Cod  harbor.  The  first  encounter  was  in 
December,  1620,  when  Standish  and  his  little  company  of  Explorers  de- 
feated AND  ROUTED  A  LARGE  BAND  OF  SAVAGES. 

In  1623,  Massasoit  revealed  to  Governor  Bradford  the  great  Indian 
conspiracy  for  the  total  extermination  of  the  english  at  wessagussett, 
or  Weymouth,  and  Plymouth.  Standish  with  only  Eight  chosen  men  of 
his  command,  went  to  Wessagussett,  which  they  found  in  the  possession 
of  the  Indians  whom  they  attacked  killing  seven  of  them.  Their  chiefs 
sought  refuge  in  a  house  but  Standish  and  three  of  his  men  forced  an 
entrance  and  locking  the  door,  in  the  fierce  encounter  which  ensued, 
Standish  killed  the  Chief  Pecksuot  and  his  three  followers  killed 
the  Chief  Wituwamat,  and  binding  his  brother,  hanged  him  from  a  tree, 
which  deeds  so  terrified  the  indians  that  they  fled  and  the  conspiracy 

ENDED. 

Again  Standish,  with  only  Ten  men, — one-half  the  military  force 
of  the  Colony, — was  sent  by  Bradford  to  Namasket  where  were  assem- 
bled THE  TRIBE  OF  THE  CHIEF  CORBITANT  AND  THE  NARRAGANSETTS  UNDER  THEIR 
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Sachem  Canonicus,  preparing  to  overthrow  Massasoit  and  ex  i  : 1 1; 

Pilgrims.     These  were  so  overwhelmed  by  the  presentation   of    phis 
armed  force  and  the  threats  of  fierce  retribution  for  them  and  their 
families,  by  Standish,  that  they  disbanded  and  dispensed,  and  Canonk 
SOUGHT  peace. 

In  1632,  Standish  with  only  Three  of  his  men  was  dispatched  to  Se- 

WANUS  TO  REPEL  AN  ARMY  OF  MANY  HUNDREDS  OF  NaRRAGANSETT  INDIANS  COM- 
MANDED by- their  Sachem  Canonicus,  and  the  measures  he  adopted,  and  his 
representation  of  the  unconquerable  military  force  of  the  colon! 
with  their  superiority  in  arms  over  the  spear  and  bow  and  arrow,  caused 
the  narragansetts  to  return  to  their  forest  fastnesses. 

With  Nine  men  he  sailed  to  the  bay  in  which  is  the  peninsula  upon 
which  Boston  is  located,  and  landing  at  the  foot  of  a  cliff,  subsequently 
known  as  Copp's  Hill,  in  a  forceful  but  friendly  intercourse  with  the 
Massachusetts  tribes  under  the  Squaw' — Sachem,  who  were  threatening 
bloody  retaliation  for  wrongs  perpetrated  by  english  adventurous,  he 
obtained  a  peaceful  solution  of  all  antagonisms,  and  hlstory  tells  us 
of  many  other  events  of  a  similar  character. 

i  contemn  acts  which  conduce  to  discord,  acrimony  or  unfriendliness  , 
but  certainly,  we  may  in  kind even  if  in  emphatic  words,  express  opin- 
ions differing  from  the  ideas  of  others,  without  giving  offense;  and  i 
maintain  that  the  descendants  of  those  of  the  mayflower,  and  the 
"First-Comers"  who  arrived  in  the  Fortune,  1621,  and  the  Anne  and 
Little  James,  1623,  who  were  active  in  military  service  under -command 
of  Captain  Miles  Standish,  are  eligible  for  membership  in  our  Societies. 

Under  the  alleged  ruling,  the  descendants  of  Miles  Standish 
would  not  be  eligible  with  us,  had  he  not  served  in  the  Pequot  War  of 
1636. 

I  BELIEVE  THE  POSITION  I  TAKE  IN  THIS  SUBJECT  IS  THE  CORRECT  ONE — 
QUARE    IMPEDO. 

©ICERO   WROTE    THAT  "He  WHO   HATH     BOTH  THE  DESIRE  AND  POWER  TO  AC- 
quaint himself  throughly,  both  with  the  customs  and  learning  of 
his  Ancestors,  appears  to  me  to  have  attained  to  the  highest  glory 
and   honor;"  and  Plutarch,  in   one    of  his   biographies,  asserted  that 
"It  is   indeed  a  desirable  thing  to  be  well  descended,  but  the  glory 
belongs  to  our  Ancestors." 

Edmund  Burke  declared  that  "Those  who  do  not  treasure  up  the 
memory  of  their  Ancestors,  do  not  deserve  to  be  remembered  by  their 
posterity." 

In  the  glowing  literature  ofMacaulay  wtill  be  read  that  "A  people 
which  takes  no  pride  in  the  noble  achievements  of  remote  Ancestors, 
will  never  achieve  anything  worthy  to  be  remembered  with  pride  by 
remote  descendants,"  and  our  own  daniel  webster,  in  his  magnificent 
oration  at  the  dedication  of  bunker  hlll  monument,  in  trumpet  tones, 
heard  throughout  that  immense  gathering,  voiced  the  blazing  ubiquity 
that  "Those  who  do  not  look  upon  themselves  as  a  link  connecting  the 
past  with  the  future,  do  not  perform  their  duty  to  the  world." 

as  a  counter — blast,  sheridan  says  in  the  rlvals, 

"Our  Ancestors  are  a  very  good  kind  of  folks;  but  they  are  the  last 

PEOPLE  I  SHOULD  CHOOSE  TO  HAVE  A  VISITING  ACQUAINTANCE  WITH,"  AND  HaW- 
THORNE  WROTE  RATHER  SARCASTICALLY,  "LET  US  THANK  GOD  FOR  HAVING'GIVEN 

us  such  Ancestors;  and  let  each  successive  generation  thank  him,  not 

LESS  FERVENTLY,   FOR  BEING  ONE  STEP   FURTHER   FROM   THEM  .IN  THE  MARCH  OF 
AGES." 
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The  Germans  have  a  proverb. 

So  Adam  reutte  und  Eve  span; 
Wer  was  da  ein  eddelman? 

When  Adam  delved  and  Eve  span; 
Who  was  then  the  gentleman? 

Gibbon  declared  that  "The  proudest  families  are  content  to  lose  in 
the  darkness  of  the  middle  ages,  the  tree  of  their  pedigree,  which,  how- 
ever deep  and  lofty,  must  ultimately  rise  from  a  plebean  root." 

All  of  us  have  had  two  parents,  four  grand-parents,  and  doubling 
backwards  in  geometrical  progression  for  nine  generations, — unless 

there  have  been  inter-marriages  of  blood  relatives, each  has  had  five 

hundred  and  twelve  ancestors  in  this  country  at  the  time  of  its  be- 
ginning as  a  distinct  entity  or  realm,  and  it  is  scarcely  possible  for  any 
one  to  throw  a  brick  into  the  pages  of  hlstory  without  hitting  some- 
body who  is,  more  or  less,  responsible  for  his  existence. 


SO  THE  STUDENT  OF  HlSTORY,  THE  THOUGHT  HAS  FREQUENTLY  INDUCED  THE 
query,  what  is  your  "raison  d'etre,  cui  bono?"  for  what  purpose  does 
your  Society  exist  and  what  do  you  intend  to  accomplish? 

It  is  true  that  the  principles  upon  which  our  Society  is  founded  and 
the  scope  of  its  activities,  differ  from  the  range  of  patriotic  combative- 
ness  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution. 

That  Society  has  for  its  objects  an  active  personal  service  and  an 
armed  participation  in  all  national  policies,  whether  of  constitutional 
legislative  enactments,  or  a  call  to  arms,  for  the  preservation  and  main- 
tenance of  the  justice,  freedom  and  integrity  of  their  country,  achieved 
by  their  Ancestors  from  the  despotism  of  George,  Third.  It  appeals  to 
the  patriotism  of  every  true  american  with  a  stamp  of  popularity  which 
is  barred  by  the  cold  restrictions  and  exclusive  provisions  of  our  order. 

is  there  no  such  field  for  us?  shall  we  confine  our  activities  to 
the  establishment  of  a  record  of  genealogical  descent,  and  the  strife 
for  financial  superioty,  making  these  the  sole  object  of  our  existence, 
and  oblivious  to  fealty  to  country,  the  happiness  of  our  neighbors  and 
affectionate  courtesy  to  our  associates? 

That  gentle  consideration  for  the  welfare  of  all,  which  ennobles 
our  existence,  may  become  clouded  by  the  temptations  for  a  success  in 
the.  mighty  prosperity  of  our  country. 

Ill  fares  the  land,  to  hastening  ills  a  prey, 

Where  wealth  accumulates  and  men  decay. 

May  the  sun  never  shine  upon  the  land  where  any  one  can  say  in 
the  words  of  the  Jew  of  Malta, 

Who  is  honored  now,  but  for  his  wealth. 

In  the  privacy  of  his  home,  basking  in  the  sun-shine  of  the  glorious 
deeds  of  heroic  ancestors  induces  pompous  and  arrogant  thoughts  of 

Honors  thrive, 
When  rather  from  our  acts  we  them  derive 
Than  our  foregoers. 
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i  may  quote  the  words  of  an  other! 

"The  saddest  of  sights  are  the  remains  of  a  great  family,  nursing 
itself  in  isolation  by  the  fireside  of  its  past,  in  senile  recollection, 
like  a  plant  gone  to  seed,  rank,  unsightly,  useless." 

Preclude  against  us  the  stigma  of  Tacitus  against  the  degenerate 
Romans,  that  the  history  of  our  ancestors  is  our  only  glory. 

A  profound  Philosopher  wrote  that 

"a  body  of  men  linked  in  association,  the  right  to  membership  being 
limited,  and  that  due  to  accident  of  birth,  cannot  exist  in  a  democracy 
with  any  special  reason,  unless  such  an  association  makes  its  purpose 
as  a  power  for  good." 

Our  Society,  rightly  understood,  is  a  good  corrective  to  self  con- 
centration. It  expands  the  horizion,  enlarges  the  experience  and  makes 
the  individual  realize  that  there  are  other  realms  than  his  own. 


ou  gentlemen,  descended  from  those  of  historic  fame,  of  a  stable, 
assured  and  honored  position  in  the  present,  cannot  be  justly 
charged  with  trivial  vanity  in  an  honorable  pride,  exultation  and 
vindication  of  the  deeds  of  ancestors,  which  deeds  gave  to  us  the  hap- 
piest land  on  earth,  with  a  government,  as  i  have  heretofore  written, 
of  freedom  without  license,  of  strength  without  tyranny,  of  law  and 
order  without  military  despotism  and  of  absolute  equality  of  political 
rights  for  the  rich  and  poor,  and  the  high  and  low. 

Your  duties  and  obligations  are  in  rendering  assistance  for  the 
conservation  of  the  principles  which  are  the  maintenance  of  the  peace 
in  which  we  live:  beware  and  repel  the  insidious  attacks  of  ecclesias- 
ticial  influences  against  the  civil  and  military  polities  of  our  country 
with  an  indomitable  and  unfaltering  guard  of  our  public  school  sys- 
tem and  in  teaching  your  sons,  as  did  the  ancient  persians,  to  tell 
the  truth  and  shoot  straight  in  all  their  battles;  and  in  our  personal 
and  Society  relations,  may  we  all  feel  that 

Pour  nous  le  temple  de  memoire 
Est  dans  les  coeurs  de  nos  amis. 


S&agcfadao  Oo 
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Historian 
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